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Charles F. Hoser, President Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.
Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass,

tie AMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary : 2 J Ja;mmix..l‘g',...a;gz@.____... NI ey
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass. ) + . :

Dear 1ir, Ford:

As I wiretd you the birds were late in arriving due to thefact that the
steader was held up seven days in London, The birds however arrived in grand
shape and were fine when I shimped thernte

' —

Agreeable te your request I went over them carefully but Ilmewing
nothing about hew any of them were bred I dont knew that I can offer a grea
deal, There wore some yory mice birds in the let and some I <id net Pfancy,
There were a few, but very few that to my eye look much like Wegges, Sene ef
then were streng in the yan Schingen or Belmotie type, these wilth the shert
bleclky heads, ethers looked as if theyearry considerable Grooter bloed and several
looked te be either Pure Gurnays er siremy in 4that blood, Seme of them were pretty
eld, which I do net like, and while the twe old cocks and the old hen may havye been
good in their day, te take them to a2 new ceuntry and breed then looks as if whe
ever gets thenm will have te be patient with their get for a year or two until they
get youth again in the blood,

5

Of the hens: _ p
226422 BroengeHen . would be ng Pirst cheiee .
904438 . ¥ - " - iy ond
1830406 Blue " € - e "
25458 - ‘

2541866 Bronze Hen 15 a nieo eme 2s is alse 71872% Blue C.Pied H. and
1020427 Blue hen. i . s

4513013 Light check heﬁ_iS_% very good looking hen and tM® nearest o ny mind te
Wegge in Lype of any. 1009617 Black hen is alse en Werse type.
2409799-2616603-438818=2616611 look as if they eame Pfron sanme loft and are strong en
VanSchingen type. : : - :

10406 Blue hon'251603341088987 and 19828 look te me like a eross. ef Werge' and
Grooter,

The ethers leok like either Gurnays or Gurnay cresses and seme of then are nice
ones, -

of fhe Exnxx eodks 2359-2362-38777-1088988 2629749=718740-2425242 loek
like Birds all frem one loft and like seme ofk the hens om Van Schingen type.
8679 1is Wegge type and”a nice bird te handle but a little weak in eye.

23527 Blue C. Cock -~1030421 Blue Cock anil 235420 and 2409791 would be
my selectiens in order listed, 904421 the Blue cock with heod is a Pine bird
except Tor the hood er topnet. He is a nicely balanced bird with grand Peather.
He looks like Gurnay te me‘and if his breedings satisfied me I weuld mot hesitate
to try hin out a couple of seasons and see what he would give me.

I was at a less to understand the shipment and really feel that lir, Gurnay
. 8 X

1 1 1 - B = = . = .
might have at least asked if it was agreeable te me, I de mot think they realirze
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in Belgimnm what the ceonditiens ef the faney here really are, They think, I
suppese, because we have cewralled nost ef tho gold of the werld,in the past

ten years, that American fanciers are in a ion to take ever anything they
wish te send here, They may think that $10 00 per pair looks small to

fanciers here for a pair of birds, but these that will pay that price are few and
far between, )

I think it gees without saying that I have given the Gurnay strain a big
advertising in this Country and such extensive advertising is expensiye, lMeasured
with ny commissiens en the Gurnay birds I haye seld the Iatter is nothing te
what it has cest; I de feel by keeping birds befere the faney here at a price
(mm.nm) of "‘100. 0 for Gurnay bred hLda, I haye accempli s]ued what I set eut te de
namely bring up the price of birds all ever the country, While I have seld a limited
number ef pairs at such a priee, the fancy in general haye been ab le te got fair
prices for the birds they sell, .

Mr. Gunay has been kind enough to send me birds froem lir, Dardennes left,

which proved te be exceﬂtiena.-.l‘,r raodl, alse fren the loft of his partner lir. Boedy

of Liege at prices much cheaper than 1is ewn steck, still I haye held te a priee
of 150,00 per peir minimm en these and although f£ine birds I have net been able

te place many of my last let fren lir. Bedy, Within a week inquiries are coming in
and I hepe te close then eut as I am getbing a let frem lir, DuJardins loft of
Antwe;c-p(threu{;l: 1ry Gurnay)e These should be very fine 'ba.rd.s as lir. Dujardin is
a very successful fancier and has a good line of birds, )

Althou'rh T get Belgian papers I never neticed wither the nanes of Devroye
or Demeurent vaont:.eneca s*@eazally. Undeubtedly they are suecessful fanc:i.crs as lir,
Gurnay says but they weuld net -2ppeal te me as -lofts i weuld want, te 'br:r.ng birds
fren, ‘certainly net unbtil I lmew more about then than T do now,

I have scen a copy ef your ad that will appear shertly and ny enly theught
regarding thece birds is that it wouldbe for the bést interests of ail not to let
nlc tnr Jae t@ point out that
it will tend te hurt the value of Gurnay npoiEd bE R A e e
are sold for less th "‘80.00 per p&ir-awn i:!‘—thay 3 frm m od'.hor &han his,
I fear very much unles the si‘t.ue.tien i properly ‘safe led that the fancy may
'b in to doubt the vaiue of the birds coning .frem 1o, G\ﬁ'nay and we woulld all -

er accordinglys

- There is gn old adage nauely "hoo cooks sphil the broth" whilo thee
has to be a Pirst ec eneé before a 'm.luu&k ﬁa 'boen de, I feel that I will be
able to shew lir, Gurnay that it would in the end do neither himself or nyself ang
_eodterepeataahimmtqrﬂmktndhemdehygu r your .part .I ean see

he enmbarrassrent it has .caused you and feel swure -yeu d¢ mot like the pesitien you
have beon placed in both from the standpoint of your. relafions with me and the fact
thet you weuld not want the fancy . te 'bh:l.nL you were 'geif; te take up-the business
of selling pigeons, Pessibly 3[1'. Gurnay theught there were a eat many fanciers
in your section and #hat whon Mr. Van dePubte had scloeted whit birds he wambed

you would be-able 'bo laoe the rest loeally without -any treuble, He may npt .realize
how far you are ont the large centers and how mmell personal expenge .in. money
a“ﬂ birds you 'l’o.vc qen te just to get a small club star'te(" in your City.

My expenses the two ahipnen‘c.s were as follmt fae to Ships off:.ae::
Por care of birds {3400 - expressage steaner %o loPt §3400 revenue stémp $450
wharfage #.30 foed ${1+00 - custems entry-carg-ete, $8400 total §12,80 for which
kindly send mo cheecky I.-imagine yeu haye or-will. got a atateuent from. Ib; Gurnay eof
the othgr expenses which please settle with:-him dzrec‘b.ﬁ

Weuld be 1nb¢oated +to lmow.at what pr:me yeu arpa offering the birds and
what “suceess yeu hawe in'placing then. :

gk ('_3.’ /“«M/ - Sinooroly. yoizs, SRt
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R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS

VERVIERS, Le.. January 3Ist. I924%
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

R

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Dear Mr. Ford,

T am duly in receipt of your favour for
which I am much obliged.

I was glad to have your frank opinion upon the Demeuront and Devrgye
birds, and although both my old friends are champions in their respective
districts, I must agree with you as regards their birds.

But as you have asked me whether I did not now of Wegge birds for a
friend of yours, and nowing that the aforesaid fanciers had bred Wegge
for years and years, I thought this a splendid opportunity and that is
how I ventured to send you their birds.

Indeded, if you look at them after you have examined a team of my
best, such as those which vou have, they seem to fall into nothingness,
and it was also my impression when I saw them; but as I knew what their
omers had done with them in the races here for many a, long vear, I took
that resolution not upon the look of the birds but only upon the merits
of their doings.

Both fanciers are most honourab le persons, and I wish you would get
particulars about them from another source. They both are in the seventies-
and not young fools as one might think, and I am convinced that anyone
may deal with them in all security.

In fact, there are in those lots, both too 0ld and too young birds,
yet I feel confident that the fanciers who will get them will obtain
better results than you may anticipate, if properly handled; anyhow what
they have done here may surely be repeated in your country by their off-
-springs.

I was Just telling you above that those birds do not compare with
mine, but you may also be certain that the Bastin birds which may possibly
have been purchased by Mr., CuPtis must be disappointing to him too, the
more so after what he got from me. Not that you should run away wita the
idea that I want to bPlame the Bastin birds, for as a matter of fact he
used to be my most serious competitor here, and still is somehow as far as
it goes. Up to I905, we were great friends, Bastin and I, but at that
time I began to become to stratg a competitor for his fancy, and thus we
had some small discussion, which grew bitter and bitterer, until we
reached a climax and ceased to be friends. He even had to leave our club,
the Sport Colombophile, of which he was a founder, and join the Fédération
Cohombophile, another local club much less important. :

Since almost twenty years, we thus are anything but friends, but
since then, apart one, seldom two races in a season when he has been
successful, his birds have done nothing compared to what mine have done.

When I wrote to you about the last birds sold to you, I also wrote
to Mr. Gibson, and I even had him sent from here two new clocks, one of
which should have been forwarded to you for examination. I know that he
got both clocks and forty baskets which I had made here for him at the
end of September, but since then I have had no letter, and no money for
my baskets either. I wonder whether you got one clock, but at all events
I cannot admit that way of treating me and I condider that if I bother
over having baskets made for him, and also bother about shipping them and
paying for them, he should have pdid that account long since. That is not
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for you, of which you would surely be pleased. It would be very important
to me as it would help me make a crossing with my owmn pure strain off
birds bred abroad. : _

You may rely upon it that you have in hand the best and most
beautiful strain that exists in the world to-day, and I dare say so
without conceit, for it i1s the result of 40 years' work and I ca. assure
you that I am very proud of what I have been able to achieve.

. I enclose a sale notice where you will see what people say of my
strain. There is practically no day that passes without my refusing the
offers of newspapers' directdrs who offer to advertise my loft against a
commission on my sales. The best advrt. is the results of my racings, and
it has been going on thus for the last 30 years without failing once.

- Re mistakes in the pedigrees, I am sorry that it did occur , but it
all happened through the interference of a fellow who was the loft-man for
me about the end of the war and after, and who I had to dismiss owing to
his wrong-doings in my lofts, and also in my record-books which he mixed
up so as to make me lose the breeding records. Rs you know, we do not
bother here over pedigrees, and I have none for any of my birds, but in
spite of that, as I could not be in the loft as often as I liked at that
time, I had that man keeping records of what was going on..... Al

_ Well, I wish you could have a look at his books, both the draft
bolk and what purported to be a definite record. It is a shame.

Owing to all that, there was a mistake made when Fred Shaw got the
records about Petit Vierzon. Your pedigree is the exact one, and the
ascendency of 40730-I9 is the same as that of YOET79. -

"I have made a correction on the enclosed copy, as I had no bddnks
waich I could fill, but if you will kindly send me a few, I shall send
you a corrected pedigree for 40730 ( that of 40779 being correet ) and
also for the three last sent birds, for which I give you herein a copy on
special sheet of paper. :

" I trust that this will be all right now, and trusting to hear from

" you ere long, I beg to remain, dear Mr. Ford, with all good wishes for

the next season,
1 Yours most sincerely,

P.S. The writer wants to tell you, Mr. Ford, that Mr. Gurnay is most
unable to keep records in his lofts, as he is far too " cock-sure® of his
memory, and to nervous about book-keeping in any shape or form. We have
been trying to have him do so, and got books ready for him, which were
the simplest things to do, but he attends to the book for two of three
days when the breeding season begins, and then throws it away and will ndt

go on * bothering® with that any longer, as he says. He is most incorri-
-gible in that matter. However, I personally went through what are his
records about the Fred, Vierzon and Y40730,fand may assure you that the
Vierzon pedigree which you have is absolutely true, and that 40730's shoulé
be corrected so as to be like that of Vierzon's

Yours very sincerely,

K Ao
Cawd™ a "torber” om 2 —@’,7{9(3, . :_____;___@—/
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SAMUEL P. GIBSON
# IMPORTER &

Boston, Mass., u. s. a.

197 Lakeview Avenue,

Cambridge, llass,
February 11, 1924

Dear lir, Fordt

I have delayed answering yvour last letter te see what denmand might
arise fer 1~:'L1f'a‘-_s but se far as I an concerned the inquiries are few and far
pety as I still have many of the Body birds as well as a lot of the last
frnn lre Dujardin, and about 100 birds toe many ef ny own breeding, you
1

mot very well take on these birds sent you,

I hepe that your advertise: ment will enable you te get then off your
hands without delay as it is a nuisance I Imew to have a let eof birds hanging

around that ene dont want,

In the lot were some fine birds but eandidly there were seme I would
not give a nickel for., Still eme may make a mistake in the good ones.

TWould apprecciate a check at your conyenicnce for the Beston expenses
n last shipment.

Very

truly yours,
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De“r r, Fords
for letter
Seme tine ago 1Ir.
five of thone clecks and sugs
as to an agency here, I did
if T would finanee them with
date, they would do me the fa

were uavertlﬂed to retail fer in Belglun; and

J.

accep in,

BUlFiQH fanciers and
L2
little real idea of the VHSL size of the United

fancy in America and

Necedless to say that T an net

#3 IMPORTER &
osTON, Mass., u. s. A.

Please roﬁ&y to

197 Lakeyiew Avenue, Cambridge, liass,
February 26, 1924
enclosing checks
Gurnay had the makers ef the Phenix clock send ne
ested that I get in teuch with the manufacturcrs
so and receivcr:’-_ a propositien to the effeect that

: A

a prepalc
vor of charging ne

order for.500 elocks bhefere a certain
ere for the clocks than they

gaye me a 30 day time linit te

\

of the
S'{)ﬂ'tGS.

but eut

nanufacturers nmust haye a erazy idea

going to bother much with these clecks

of courtesy te lr, Gurnay ran an advertisement, alse se that I could dispesc ef
he fiye which I haye had the pleasure ef paying duty en,

Mr. Gurnay suggested that I send onc to you, and believe I 1tioned
it is a former letter but hesitated te do so until I Imew whether you wanted
10 see it er net. I enelese booklet en sane and if you wish me toe I will send
eneg of the clocks aleng te yeu,

Very truly yours,
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FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS et s 3N A0S IR

VERVIERS . ' 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques ¥Postaux 9885

¥r. e M. PORD .
| Sreat Wlls

Peay Mr. Pord, L :

- T beg to acknowledge the regeipt of ysur
favour dated T8. and T7. WMarch. for which T must %hagk you very sincerely
a!rng g very much appreciste the particulars you give me confidentially re

+ Gibson. ;

- Your spinion abeut him rather fits in with mine, dut what he owes
me is not for birds he got from me , but mainly for baskets which he had
me ordering here for him, and for bdirds from friends which T purchased
on his account, and paid for.

The last transaction was an order for 20 pairs from an Antwerp friend
whaicih he ordered by cadle, sayidg that he wes cabling alse the money......
' He has had the birds now for three months, but the money has never
been forthcunin!. ¥ '

As the seller would not send the birde off before he had the money
T had te go ayself to Mntwerp and settle matters there so as to have the
20 pairs shipped. Thus, two days lost, plus travelling expenses and so
forth, plus my monqi 1aid down wita the risk involved.

ibroote:, I had hin sent four clocks, one of which was to be seunt
%o you, 28 T wrote you @bout it last year. T do not know that he ever
sent you one, but the first agd last T heard apout it was a few days ago
when he madle up his mind to say that they came badly broken and all kinds
of pettg?axousos. '

T had done 2ll that in order to seeure good business for him. That
clogck is & new wake, whose nnkt;;is a friead of mine, and whose agency
for Mnerica I attempted to saecufe for Gibson.

That is the way he rewards me, for he never sold many of my dirde,
barring one pair to Curtis, : :

As you suggest, it is gzits;possib!o that he breed fromm any strain
and sell the youngsters as Gumeys, for he himself never purchased any
but two or three which he kept from my first shipment to the States, whikh
birds were badly hurt and picked during the Journey, so he said.

As I already had that on ny mind some time ago, it was my reason foz
requeseing you to have it -inserted in your leading fancy-paper that I
eould not be respimsidle foy the birds that were sold as Gumays without
ny aythority.  T™hat is manifestly a fraud, sud that does an egormous harm
to my regu&atian and that of my strain of birds.

Well, T am expecting u? answer from Gibson any day now, and as seon
as he has segttled His QZQ. spall Yook into the matter of my agency in
your country and you will be first on the list, as T Xnow full well that
my interests would not be in better hands than yours, as well as those of
the fancy at large.

Re my system fopr raeing, I enclose a photo of my loft in ordez to
make explanations clearer.
oft ¥ is for hens separated from their mates
2 is grain room
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Y€ cocks ers 0
!.ofti 1sfo.r.ﬁ o¢ fr‘c J,L’%&E
g is for pairs of good breeders
is foy the season's youngsters _

As you may see, the hens are far away enough so as to prevent the cocks
hear their cooing, as far as possidble..

Buite naturelly, it will happen that, after 5 or £ weeks, some of the
hens will pair together and Iay eggs. That ie the drawback, for after
that, when you such hen in the presence of her cock she does not take
any notice of him, utg that is what is bad. The best then is to get hold
of another hen, similar in colour if possible and yeryxmmamsws amorous, SO
as to excite the cock before basketing him foy the race.

As soon as you notice hens Baving laid when weparated from their
cocks, take the esia awvay and never let them sit.

Before basketing the cocks intendgd for the day's race, you fogece
him fly out ayd while Me or they are éxercising, you put the hens into
the nest-boxes, shutting them in af possible with bob-wire that let the
bird In W the cock comes in after his exercise, he sees
his hen an once gets into the nest-box, cuddles her and then squats
in the scale cooing. When the hen is well amorous, she Jjumps on him and
alss culdles him on the head. You let them do this some 3 to 5 minutes
ard theu take the cock and put him in the bBasket, ready to go, but be
careful to let him have a last look at his hen so as to be sure that she
is in the nest-box. :

¥.u would be surprised to see their speed when coming bagk from the
race, and unless untoward incidents happen, you will nevey have a bird
so trained losing time over the loft whean racing back, but he will drop
in lm & stone. PO P :

t system you use for nll races up to miles.

For longer raou:‘; prefer cocks racing with & youngster Y0 to T daye
014, an@ 1f 1t is & hen, she should have eggs T2 to ¥3 days® old or youngs
% to 5 days' old.

T all ecases, it laways is good to feed then during the racing %
season si#all grains, suck as hemp and red rape. /N

Not forgot that, barring one hour's flying moming auf evening, your
cocks should ve ¥ept indoors,all the tims.

Tt is well to let the hens out now aud again, but then the wmocks
should not be allowed to see them and for that purpose the shutter ought
to be down when the hens are flying. When the cokks are away for the race
of coursg you may allow the hens to be free.

T 30 not think you understood my last letter, as T meant to say
_+~that T allowed the cocks , once mated, to breed their first youngster uv.
£ 4o 96 2ays of age, then only taking their hep away. The system is as good

4 perhaps better i1f you separate the pair after § days'sitting, but in
that ocase you have no offspring from those racers so treated. Yor team
years, T have so treajed loft number 3, separating the :irds afer 3 daye®
sitting. ™ loft ¥, ¥ Yet the parents breed the first breed up to 20 days
then only taking the hens a.wai;. As T have done as well eagh year with
1ot nuamber g as with number 4, T have made up my mind this season to
beeed in both lofts, applying the system of loft % in previous seasons.

No doubt, with that systea, {ou will have some birds which, after a
certain time, will not Xkeep up thelr vim, but ¥ do think that this depends
@ucs on the strain, fosr mine get used to it wonderfully well.

Tus, if you try it, do not alamgd/yourself if the cocks look less
lively than ususlly, and carry on without discouragemast. By the middle
of the season and for the mmd there will bg prises dut for you. Tt is a
double-edged weapon, to be sure, but when one knows it well, it is the

very best one.
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Tor the moult, T shall tell you what to do when the racing season is
over; do remind me of that in due course.
= And 1? there be ahything you 46 not understand, never fear ts ask
me, as T am anxious to fit you for victories unknown in your country up
to the present. AR
eding should consist of one ounce of food per bird per day, divi-
~ded in two meals, one after eagh exercise, morning agd afternoon.
Those exercises should start with 20 minutes and gradually increase the
time up to 60 minutes both morn. agd afternoon.

Stimulsting seeds, as you say, must be given during the racing season
and possibly the birds badly come out of & night 's outing in poor weather,
but that does happen to all birds, when they happen not to end their
career in the stomach of a hawk, or of a ecat.,.. ™at 4s tha bad part of
long races, but what can be doné as long as some fanciers want that use-
~-less kind of performance out of Dirds that are not fitted for tt? an
carmot put up a fight against their natural enemies?

Y Quly got your cable re tares, which is the base of pigeon feeding
here in all seasons. T™ always predominates in the mixture given out te
our birde., Of course, T have cantelled the ordee.

Re Demeuront and Pevroye-s birds, T am glad to hear that you have
veen able to dispose oi them all, and feel absolutely confident that the
purchasers will be pleased with them.

About pu!igua this is absolutely unknown in this country for
pigeen Tanciers, dut * shall ask both my friends if thev can make out some

®ven for me, it 4s a deuce of a job to put down records, so unusual is

it for us so to do.

' W al by the birds themselves and their periormances, and not
by ped ’ ﬂﬂ.ug that good parents may have poor children and vice-
Tersa, t mpm al with birds and all animals too.

With kindest regards, and all good wishes,

Yours Sinocerely,

P

P.8, e are experiencing the vilest weather possidble, and to-day one
could not recognize one at a distance of TO paces for the snow that is
falling. Teain of birds has been exeeedingly poor, and we are begin-
-nin‘ the ””' a fﬂﬂnizm. IR da



lelrose, iass, April 26, 1924,

lir. Lee il. Ford,
Great Falls, Liontana.

Dear iir. Ford:- -
Yours of the 21 st., received this morning and have noted
fully the questions you ask,

I can purchase you here some mighty good small Argentine
Corn that is the bes§ 1 have ever had. The price is { 3.30 per cwt, and
if you wish I can purchase your requirements and have it sent via freight
to you at once in double bags.

It would seem to me that if your birds fly so long during
the winter days that they need little to get them in shape for the races
outside a few tosses. 1 have yet to see birds in the Last or liddle West
fly over a half hour during the winter months if one can get them to fly
that long. liy birds during the winter months only are put out on good days
and at times they are in the loft a week at a time due to the weather
conditions, 1 never start on my birds to get them in shape for the races
over 15 or 20 days before firat race and always manage to have them rounding
into condition when the first race i# flown, Some of the most successful
Belgium flyers take their traps off in the winter and keep their birds
locked up all winter yet they fly and whky races when the season starts,

It does not necessitate a lot of work to get ones birds
into condition for the races., Birds that have an open hole in the A.M. when
work is started on them round themdelves into condition. I know many
successful flyers that never flag or chase their birds or even fly them
around the loft at all only as they wish, We all work out our own systems and
I know from my past early experience that what is fine for one another cannot
dare to attempt.

I find that the Gurnay birds have no more vim or vitality
than the average racing pigeon., They are large which means of course it takes
a lot of work on them to round into condition and as you have all Gurnays
think I would try out his system at least on part of my birds and you can then
prove which is most adapted to your climate there, If they work better with a
lot of work around loft give it to them by all means, But I fear I could never
be as successful as I am if I £l my birds around loft an hour morning and
night. I watch my birds very closely during the racing season and if they are
not in shape;~- that is if fat they get tosses on the road twice a week 10 miles
out in direct direction of first race point. If they are getting to fine I
ease up on them until they suit me, :

Now as to the Widowhood system. If & man could be with his
birds all the time or have a loft manager it could be very successfully worked
out I think by working it on a few select birds, I always try to work nearest
to natural things and know that if a bird is contented in mind at home one can
give him the incentive to HOME FAST. There are many fellows here that play
tricks with their-hens or cocks by taking one away the day of shipment and
placing it back for a few minktes before basketing and at times they get the
bird on edge by this but I really think it disturbs them.

I think if one could have certain birds with a four weeks
old youngster and sitting on eggs ten days for the long races it would work out
on most birds both cocks and hens, I do think cociks fly best to big squeekers
and hens ten days on eggs, but when you average it on the whole loft of birds
it has proven to me that ten days on eggs works best as a whole, A bird with
squeekers in nest 5 to 10 days old is heavy feeding and would not dare to bank
on this bird on the 400 or 500 mile race, At this time of writing my birds are

with squeekers ten to fourteen days old and I know they do not feel or look
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like they do when they are sitting on Eggs. 1 have mated some of my best

cocks to stock hens this year so I could always have the mate at home and am
going to let a certain few have big squeekers on the 500 mile race,, I think

it is really with the bird itself. One must find out under what home conditions

they fly best to and then always have them this way.

My system might not be adaptable to you there, but it has to e
for me as I am away on road generally all week at this time of year. 3irds with
squeekers in nest have to be fed & certain way, that is,allowed to feed fully then
go to nest and feed it off and then fed again til they have enough. 1 have no
loft manager here and as my business takes me away the greater part of week must
do things the easiest way, The young man 1 have to clean daily I would not let
handle my birds, but my wife flys them A.l+ and P.M. and feeds they by hand and
when I get back Friday I have that day and Saturday to carefully go ower them and
pick out my prospects for each race, I do know that birds with eggs are easily
conditioned than birds with squeekers and are more easily kept in the pink of
condition.

I meant to say in my letter that I have them flown 20 minutes
in morning and 30 minutes at night.

I at times give my birds twice during week tosses from 10 to 15
miles on road if they do not suit me but pick only clear days when the‘ wind
is with them or no wind at all. I can usually tell how my birds work around loft
whether they are fit or not. Then when I am ready to basket I go up in loft and
walk them around and can tell by their actions which are {it. I select my prospects
then go bver them carefully eliminating thosethat do not handle as I want. I like
& bird that can look his conddétion right out of his eyes,, so speaking.

Do you know that the winning cross that Gurnay made was the
Dt jurdon birds. llons. Guenay recently send Gibson about 12 pairs of these birds
to selland Iir. A. Heuvelmans the Plasschaert Clock man from Brooklyn, N.Y. was
here last week and gave me thid imformation, Heuvelmans visigted Gurnay's city
last summer and personally knows a neighbor of ir. Gurnay who gave him this
imformation, "

Gurnay does have Red Ch, and licalies as a friend of mine Ir. W.G.
lleans purchgsed a red ch, handsome cock a few years 2go and this bird bred this
color, Then I know that father of my 9910.- " ;/ 146 " was a mealy and his father
was Gurnays so called " Famous lieajy ".

Now as to flying your birds. I would take half of my cocks and
fly them along Gurnays system and take the other half and fly them with 10 day
eggs and a four week old youngster, This will soon tell you which is best for
you there, I know Gurnay does not fly his hens and strange to say my cocks are
what I term 50 {. better than my hens,-that is my racing birds, I have many good
proven racing cocks, but L could pick out of my 10 or 12 racing hens what I term
5 good ones, Why I do not kxnow, but it mey be I expect to much of my birds the
first year, All my birds go to the 500 mile races. if in conditian and they get
tested in full., This to some may seem wrong but I can truthfully say that my best
racing birds have flown 300 miles as squeekers and 500 mi]es as yearlings and to
me my system of flying yearlings has proven right,

I expect to have more time with my birds next year and am going
to cut my birds down to 20 or 30 birds and then I may try out two different

syste
Jatems to see which is best, I do fnow that on fast days IA\not in the first 10
!



( 3)

-,~days where the verlocity is from 1,500 to 1,800 yds. Sut when the races are
hard say 900 yds, or less I can always count on my birds being at top.

I do think my birds and I are better at 300 miles and beyond, I am
usually in the running on the shorter races,- as [ want to hold my average, but
from 300 miles out my birds seem to always deliver the goods., That is the main
reason I added the Serventi Delmottes to my loft,, to get their blood, I imow
those birds have reproduced race winner from 100 to 300 miles and felt if I
could get this combination workdéng for me on the shorter races it would even up
more to a better average,

I do love nmy Gurnay birds and they are beautiful in every way, The
third and fourth geheration of Fures . am flying this year may fool me as they
are acting fine to date with the races two Sundays off, but I am going to watch
them real close, so that I will not give them more than they can stand.

I wish it were possible for you to get in touch with lir. A. Heuvelmans,
221 Vebster Avenue, 3rooklyn, li,Y, as he could probally tell you or rather write
you imformation about the Gurnay birds that you would like to know,

I am glad that lrs Gurnay and Gibson will get together again, lir.
Gibson who is lame and cannot go to business is one of the beat fellows in the
world and needs all the help Gurnay or I can give him, I have always been the
main one here to help him place these birds with no thought of any recompense,
and he will no doubt take care of his debt to Gurnay when he gets on his feet,
Gibson has cone a lot for Gurnay in America placing the price of his birds on
a higher sale basis than any other birds were ever sold here, If the Pure bred
Gurnays would only work for me there would be no better booster for this blood
in America, but until they have proven themselves, as well as my other blood,~-
I will still be one who is on the fence. You have the finest collection of
Gurnays in America,~ probally outside Gurnays own loft and they should under all
conditions prove their value to you, Yom probally know that Gurnay recommends
Dardenne birds as a cross for his and can say that this blood with me are 100 %
even when flown Pure, I recently sold 10 pair for Gibson to ifre. Fitz a friend
of mine in Wakefield, liass. who has all my bloode Gurnay got the birds for us.
If I were you I would get lr. Gumiay to get from his friend Dardenne 10 birds

and I reaslly think that if you flew these against your Gurnays they would surprise
you very much, -

1f through a general run of my letters you can not get the imformation
you desire will you kindly get me a list of questions to answeron each’ subject
that you feel I can assist you. I can then devote time to answering each one so tiht
you can get the full imformation you desire,

N.B. I am Ir. Heuvelmans agent for the Elasach}suart new 12 bird timer ¢ 60.00
If any of your club members need any would be glad to ship them on. Have them
here in stock so can get them to you quickly.

s R.W.H.
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¥r. lec M. POTRDY eat

L N

Pear Priend,

: : Y duly received youx letters dated March 27
and April . and was about to reply to both when T got that of the T8th,
inst. and T must thagk you for 41Y, &nd especially for the particulars
about Gibson. -

As T now cah see, that man is likely to have used me in a very
improper way, so as to make mong out of what he got through me, which
money he is not willing or not l1e now to refund. _

T enclose herewith & statemedit of his account with mg, and as you
will see, 811 the items were either birds ot baskets from osther people
which T secured for him so as to help him make some méney, while he sold
norvie of my own birds.

¥ you eAn see your way towards making him pay that amount, T shall
be exceedingly obliged to you, 8nd you may be sure that that service will
not be forgotien.

A1l the while that man has*been advertising and probably selling se-
caYled Bumay birds and the stuff he has supplied the fanciers with is
very likely to injure my reputation in youy country. _

Beaying all that in mind, T shall have nothing further to do with him
and hgnceiorward ¥ shall sell no birds in your country except through
you.

™ my last letter Y gave you some more particulars #bout my racing
system, and a¥though ¥ believe you will have certalu diffigulties for
putting it into operatiorn this season, you must betg 1t in mind for next
yeasr, sald meanwhile ¥ remin{llﬂllg; entirely at your disposal for all
further explanations which you may sh to have,.

: You ask me about my feeding system for the youngsters: here it is:
50% tares; 20.'{’0 waeat; and 109, eagh of linseed, beans or maple beans and
colza { the latter i3 a smli sded same as rapa-%k) \

" That Wwixture is to be given freely, the youngSters being allowéd to
eat what they need. , .

Now, what would you think of a heliday spemt in our country, aleng
with Mrs. Pord? T sgould be immensely delighted to open you wmy home for
as much time as you could afford to spend witig us, and you would thus de
avle to lefrn on the spot as muck as possidle.,beside seeing a very nice
country indeed; for we live here in the most beautifil part of Belgium,
quite mese Spa whicih is know all the world over. T could show you all the
eountry, taking ¢trip in my car, and 111 up the gqps by showing you all
about the birds. Po think it over, as perhaps the Tondon exhibition
may be an opportunity for you to croes over to the old world.

T have had the good fortune to find in old archives a very ancien
method , which no longer exist, and which will show you more in a few
printed lines than T could expis,in about the conformatioen of birds. You
will se the drawing that will show you how a bird should be built, alsoe
all sorts of particulars which are all good. You may keep that booklet
and I daresay you will have someone to translate it for you; otherwise
send it back and the writer shall ¢ry to translate it for you.
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Re your friend®s demand for Bricoux' birds, T may tell you that that
Mr, ®ricoux has been trying Mard to get in touch with me and to get som e
of my birds, We has even requested friends of mine to invite him and me
to evening parties, so as to have an opportunity of meeting me, but ¥
haye always avoided those parties. Peshaps have T been wrong, dDut that
man is a friend of two fellows whom ¥ cannot stand; and consequently T
do not care for his friendship either.

Wowever, if it can please your friend, T may t;{ and have some of his
birds through good friends of his and mine , who will be pleased to do
that for me, and you just should request your friend to tell you what he
wants and what price he is willing to pay.

% have started the racing season last Sunday week, and for the
firsgy race, miles, ¥ win 5 prizes with five birds raeing, and two
prizes in the big pools.

Tast Sunday, in great South wind, at a speed of 2080 yards per mimst ¢
T win 10 prizes with 32 birds rmacing, among which the first two prizes of
big pools, and all pools in 20 Raxkxigmx doublages. Distance THE miles;
!zgo birds competing.

But In such weather, one cannot i:dge birds as they all come toge-
~ther, agd 1t 1s but a matter of dropp fast 4in the loft and of getiing
h0ld of them an@ timing them in as swiftly as possidle . There were 350
prizes, as you will se by the rage list which ¥ send to-day under scpa-
-rate cover, with the beoklet above-mentbonned, also the season agenda
of our clud with the regulations and all the programme of training and
races.

T am also delighted to Jjoin my photo as dewmanded; now may T in tum
request the same favour from you, as I sgould be 2e1ighted to have =
photo of you in anticipation of your own person. ¥MAny ks beforehand.

Wita kindest regards and all good wishes for the season, T remain,

dear Priend,
Yours most sincerely,

MOUR B GDRNAY
: AT,

P.S. Is the address P.0. Box § sti1? ’ A
address i1s P. 0. Box TTN® RALTIL GoRTRetY for. Riee "y your dank's
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Wr. Samudl P. Gibson's account unpald:

Darderne birds: 15 birds at frs
received on account.....

. I15

oooooooo

_hlance owing

Pujardin birds? 22 pairs at s
freight on same
cares on board ship
consular involce

Freight on Dardenne and Body birds

e carriage to Antwerp on sa&me
i fables

| Gonsular invoice
Paskets
Mmskets: 12 ot frs. 20-

®at ¢ 45
!g at : 70
earriage to Antwexp

freight ,
consular invoice
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3.;0
57.50
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Wight thousand foux hundred £ifty six francs, twenty sentimes

1
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THE GREAT FALLS NATIONAL BANK

CHARTERED 1891
CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $300.000

LEE M. FORD, PRESIDENT SHIRLEY S. FORD, VICE PRESIDENT
EoGAR A, NEWLON, VICE PRESIDENT AND CASHIER
RoBBE R. WILLIAMS, ASSISTANT CASHIER

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

May 3rd, 1924.

Lear Mr. Howlett:

Have yours of lMay lst, dealing with training of the birds and in
reply want to say in short that there are tricks in every trade and believe
me that successful pigeon flying in Antwerp is a trade which is only very
little understood in this cowmtry, and allow me to tell you very frankly that
I have not met 10 real pigeon men in America, even the Belgians we have here
are not all of that gifted class, and it is exactly for that reascn that I like
to have a pigeon tulk with Mr. Grimbers Jjust because he knows what he is talking
about. 90% of the other rflyers don't.

&8 to training pigeons, I hope you do not understand my previcus letter as
meaning that 1 claim that virds do not need training, but I claim that 90% of
the birds that disappoint the owners, do not come in the prices because they are -
overtrained, and all the good is out of them before the racesstart. That
applies as well to a race horse as to a prize fighter. COver training is a great
danger, and ao not forget that either. . ilore men die from drinking t00 much
than from not driking enocugh. 1 heove flown pigeons for the best part of
thirty years and have never been the owner of a chassing pool. My remarks are
made in my previcus letter with the intention to prove that it is absolutely
foolish to stund on the roof all day with a chassing pool in your hands tc make
your birds 1ly, in order to win a prize, as almost every ome does here, but why
should they nct chase them?  They £ill the birds up with grit so that their
birds are lazy and heavye. No wonder they got to use the stick to make them fly.
My birds donot get 50 lbs. grit in a years time. If they want grit all good
and well, let them go and get it in' the fields. They can eat any brand they like
best. iy prisoners do get it.

Crossing the buy is as you say a hard proposition. On a clear dgy some of
my birds will come straight, but on the average day they will come irom the
Battery, which is 6 miles past my home, so they have to come back that distance,
making that the bird covers 1l: miles more than what she is creditea with.
Brooklyn is not the best pluce tc fly from.

48 to the Gurnay case, Jjust tell Mr. Gibson ii he talks about the mat ter
azain to write to the Pigeon paper Martinez in Bruselles and ask ifor the informatiom,
and 1 feel that he will get the truth. There are others that have a gouod repu-
tation, but are they senuing the winning stuff here, or are:they buying them on the
pigeon market and sending them over here in orde¥ to get big money :or birds that
they never bred? The news that Lr. Gurnay had been put cut of the fancy ior a
certain time was given to me by the sLditor of the antwerp .igeon Paper (De Duif}

Mr. Leopold sdrianssens, who is known by almost every Belgian pigeon man in

- i1 a ] i I 1 wa oing to Verviers tc get some birds irom Gurnay.
fgizgz’czigzrggdtnzotégeb;]ggme gfstﬁe bgst flyers in Antwerp, bruxeffbs and g
zenth. 1 went to Bruxelles tc find out all I could get about the Delmottes, as
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1 had promised my friend Serventi tc do that, and it is on the strength

o1 that information that 1 have offered nim $l000.00 ror the 17 Delmottes.

He had included pair #l1 as 1 knew that there was no monkey dcodle business
there. He declineu my ofier but later managed to get pair #l. He knew

that 1L was in love with them. That's why 1 had to pay his price. 1 call them
super pigeons.

fraternally yours,

Ae. Heuvelmans

GOP
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Cparles F. Hoser, President, Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.,
Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass.

- = AMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, séey-Tmas.
Melrose, Mass.

lielrose, liass. liay 6, 1924,
Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary,
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear lr. Iord:-

Yours received and at once ordered the 400 j of Argentine Corn
shipped to you at Great Falls, llontana, Trust it arrives in good condition and
you like it.

The enclosed from lir. Heuvelmans i& self-explanatory. I trust
you will treat this as confidential as I do not want to in any way get into
any argument with Gurnay or Heuvelmans and in extending this imformation to
you do so with the feeling that you can either yourself or one of your friends
write the parties Heuvelmans names and find out if there is any truth in what
imformation Heuvelmans has received.

Personally speaking I do not know anything about Gurnay, but I
do know that he has strongly recommended the Dardenne birds as a cross for his
but from your letters it would seem he has requested that you breed them
straight, I do feel that if there is any truth in the matter you should know
what is what due to your spending so much money with him and should get fair
treatment, I inow Heuvelmans is not the kind of a man to insinuate anything or
speak 111 of a man unless he has direct imformation and my only thought in the
matter is to protect you as I would want you to protect me in the same case,
If you think better to write Heuvelmans you can say that 1 have written you
about this imformation as this would probally be better than saying I had sent
his letter for you to read, But 1 did want you to know it was no saying of mine
or did I enter into the matter other thah telling you the facts, Please return
Heuvelmans letter with your replye

Have not seem the 4 pair of DrJardan birds Gibson retained out of
the lot he imported but will let you lmow how they size up when I see them. The
Body birds of course are typical Gurnays in every way. The Dardennes are along
the same linesbut look like a more racy bird, but are in my opinion a good strom

strain,

Thanking you for your letter and I sincerely trust that the
imformation i1 am sending you will not in any way make you feel I am a knocker or
one who is looking for trouble or a disturber.
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Charles F. Hoser, President, Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.,
Norristown. Pa. Westwood, Mass.

I AMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

lMelrose, liasse. liay 17, 1924,

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary,
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear lir. Ford:=

Yours of the tenth received and contents noted, I am sorry
that the matter about lir+ Gurnay came up, but the fact that he admits to you
that the birds he first sent Gibson he did'nt think much of them showed they
must have been inferior birds and yet he charged Gibson around # 87.50 a
pair I think it was as I saw bill and Gibson charged § 100.00 which was not
muach after he paid duty etc, i bought one of these pairs and when I spend § 100,
for a pair of birds expect good ones and am surprised at Gurnays statment,

No wonder I have not had more success with them flying pure. This to my way
of thinking is not straight dealings to much of the panning off of undesire~
able birds to outsiders,

When I sell birds I try to give the man buying the best and I
would not say I had any pair in my loft that I could not stand behind, iIf a
man with me is not satisfied he gets replacement or money refunded and that
is the reason I guess I have been selling my surplus birds the past eight years
and still at it. 4 man like Gurnay will not get bye long as a man can get
stuck once but only once from the same 88888 party.

Your lot i feel are right as the race gheets proved their
individual winnings, but personally speaking I would not deal with a man who
I could not trust thought he did not mow me or where birds were going,

Gibson feels a little bit disgrunted { think becuse I have
written you, but I have always tried to be square regardless who it hits and
expect those I deal with to do the same by me.

You did not retump the Heuvelman letter and wish you would do
so after satifying yourself as to its worth to you.

Iy i/ 551. Dardenne cock 13 th. Concourse in a lorth West wind
a smash last Sunday,-second club, . Heuvelmans has the ; 1, pair of
Delmottes paying “erventi v 350,00 for them he saide I still like the
Dardennes best of any of the lot Gibson imported. Have not seen Curti's
Bastin birds yet but will write you when I do. They are small snippy birds
but I hear great things of them across the water,

Gibson I do not think is as mmuch to blame as Gurnay as Surnay
wrote him and I saw the letter what wonderful birds he had sent us,

Irusting corn arrived 0.K.




TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS *

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, LE!!nd. my_ !w e ol
VERVIERS } pa 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885 | '

Mr, lee M. PORD Great Yalls

My dear Priend,
~cay T em mueh obli for your kind letter
of My Bth. and make haste to confirm my cable of the 20th. inst. which
tald you to continue the 'u{stem as you had depieted it in your aforesaid,
taking care of course not to 1lét the male racers see the breeding hens
in peg 2. -

’ f feel absolutely certain that you will obtain the best possiBle
results by the application of that system whiech has worked so wonderfully
well witih me witia the very sama birds which you now haye. Tt does not
make the slightest difference whether the ragers hear or not the breeders
living next door to them, as long as they don' see each others.

: i aw as agxious &s you may be that you should prove the worth of

ny breed in your country, and all T ean suggest in that direction is

‘bggt you should closely follow my own system whickh has made my name here.
. Re Gibson, as Y have a.lrea.__di:to!.d g;u, all he has had from me in the

way of birds is a rir from my first shipment to the States, pair which

he said was too badly picked on-arrival for being sold to anyone else.

If he has been able to sell-many self-styled pure Gurnays out of that
pair, ever so muech worse for the buyers, amd T shall not mince words when
T next wrpiteée him.

With regards the Dardemme strain, again it was in order to help
Gibson in his endeavours that T decided my friend here to sell him a few
pairs at the flat price of frs.. 300 per pair, and last season shipment
at 350 franes. Those birds are worth that price and no more, else ¥r.
Dardenne would have sold thkm at a higher figure, of course. ™t is just
the same with my old friend Pujardin‘'s birds which were shipred after
Xmas , s0ld at frs. 250 pey pair and W. T havew had to pay
ayself for these, as T could not let en the Yurch with a bad
debt, as he had sold these birds to Gibson on my recommendation, That is
how one gets rewardedd when dealing with dishonest pepple, and so far
Mr. @ibson has proved himself most dishonest towards me.

Both Dardemneand Pujardin, knowing that T sell abroad, wanted to
gell their susplus birds sbroad too, 20 as noet to encorunter them in the
races here, and as T wanted to help them and at the same time offer a
good bargain to Gibson, T managed the bargains... and so far have been
the sufferer. T» Gibson, m; price of 100 d0sllars per pair of youngster
was too high, while the other birds, at between 2650 and 350 francs, were
all right for him, for owing to the adverse rate of exchange, they came
but to a few 4ollars per pair.

Yow T can sée that my name has been made use of for the sale of other
birds which T had the weakness to make him have, and all he has said is
a pack of lies. >

You may rest assured also that, whatever confidence you place in
the friend who wrote you the letter of which you gave me extracts, it is
impossible for me to repose the same confidence in him, for the simple
reason that he recounts too casily tales which he has not taken the



R. GURNAY (Suite)

———

t rouble te make sure of. When the repute of someone is &t stake, sther
pazple who dare talk about that person has the duty to be careful and to
make sure of what they seread about, lest they infliet undeserved
injury. .
Tt is & 1ie to say and repeat that T have recommended the cross of
agy other blood with mine. .

Tt 4is another lie to say @nd repeat that T have obtained my winning
{ or any other) blood with a Dujardin cross.

Yor one thing, any eonnoisseur can see thai my birds are not cross-
-bred, and it is my pride to say and %th&t my strain, pure as you
and T have it, 1= the best, the most u 1 aad the purest in the
whole world. :

One of his friends, he told you, came to see & neighbour of mine last
eummer who told him all about that cressing with Dujardin bleod.
there be any truth in that, that fellow whom he visited is Bastin, who
was , many mAny vears ago a great friend of mine, but who could not allow
that T should be more successful than he, Whence our enmity.

Wvar since, and that was years before the war, T have beaten him
without & break in the races; this year ¥ have bagun doing it again, and
T sphall go on doing 1t until he drops out of the Tancy for very weariness

As to Darderne, who is a friend, he is 21l right and a gentleman, but
no‘bo:!;owould even compare his birde to mine.

r twenty years, I have been champion in the races and T mean to be
8o again this season. :

T am ready to lay a wager of 100.000 francs anyone who
would ‘ancy to chéillenge me in the races, of against anyone who dare
challenge the skatammiis statements T have made to you in my correspmd-
ence. T think this sufficient for you to put a stop to all that wild and
jaleous talking, and far as you are personally concerned, if yeou have
loat confidence ir the birds I sold you, vou are &t liberty to send same
back to me, as I am quite ready t6 take them dack.

T have always teld you that you sheuld have faith in what T sold
vou and you must either have it, or do away with it. Never mind what
people say, with thousands of miles and nothin% to risk mas a shield,

Ta &{gim. nobedy , yoy may take my word for it, c@n compete with
me in the races.

By same mail, T send you & booklet where I am mentionned, also a
letter received this week from my friend Shaw, and a paper relating last
Sunday's results in two maces.

‘As vou will notice, ¥ ecome in rather late for the Salbris race
witia the gSt.n. prize, but that does not prevent me getting the 3rd. prize
in all the big pools. Because of a formidable storm, that arce was most
irregular. T had sent 10 birds, and scoré five prizes with my I0th. %th.
Tth. gth. and Bth. n-minations, in this order. Thus T got first the o
fleast likely bird, while three hours afterwards my for best birds were
st111 missing, which fortunately came back two at 5 p.m, one at 6 and
the very best of all at 7 p.m.-

T™ose who missed will go this week to Orléans, and on June 25th. w
will go to Timoges, provinecial race in-Tiége, and T shall send you the
programme. Tou will see that these are two races where all the picked
birds compete, and T wi?! take any wager for my birds against anybody's.

T you ¥now of somebody who dare upheld competing birds belonging te
any other fancier on this side, T am racdy to take up his challenge, for
T am but tos sure that here nobody will risk it. ™at is the best, and

so far the only. way to shut the jalesus peoples® mouths.



R. GURNAY (Suite) -

——

Now a1 T can add is that T stick to all what I have always told you
with regards to m¥ birds; T sannot suggest of any crossing for the very
ﬁnoa reason that do not de any and 4o not b%elieve in any either, and

amnnot take any responsability for any crossing made against my advise.
All those who have had any of birds sannot praise them too
highly, and T do not bother over advertising anywhere, bYeing always shert
of birds to mect the demands. As for the birds s614 under the ecloak of
my name, that is outside my province and responsability. Such benevolent
tuyers should have heen more eareful! about it, and not, abeve all, have
been in searech of low-price birds with a good 1abel on them. Tf thevy WAve
been cheated, it 1s mAinly their own fault, an? T shall keep my pity for
those who have palyed falir and have been 111.-Tueky, for that alss happens,
As for you, you have made sure to get good Pirde from the source and
T stand by these which T sent you through thick and thin.
With a1l best wicshes for the racing seazon, and kindest regards,
T remain, my dear Mr. ¥ord,
- Yours most sineerely,
MOTR K GURNAY

521{;7)

P.8, Re your friend’s demand for ®ricoux birds, I have got in toush
witia that fancier and beg to encleose herewith his answer to my request.
T you will let me know the price your friend is willing to ray,
1oco Belgium, T shall continue discussing that matter with Dr. Bricoux
and see that he gets the best possible birde for his money.

1
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601 West State 5t, Rockford, Ill. May 23rd, 1924,

Mr A, Houvelmens,
221 Webster Ace,
Brocklyn, N. Y,

Dear Sirie

I would appreciate very much if you will let me know what it will cost for a
Plasschaert timer, all the members ir our club have them and compel the use of a continuous r
running timer, fortumately I heve mne, but there are two Belgilans here who will need them
for the fall races, hemce my writing you concerning seme. :

We have three Americen members only, the rest are all Belgians, fly under the
Belgian system and pool all bdirds in all races, and a continuous rumning timer is the one
to use under these conditions, as every bird counts for a prize,

Yhile answering my letter, I would also appreciate if you could give me any ad~
vise as to how Mons Curnay stands in Belgium, I may say that I have several good Gurnays
in my loft today, but feel rather bdlue on account of the many different reports I have heard
lately concerning these birds, I have heard so much about them not being worth anything as
ragers that I camnot figurc out what is the matter, dut I have heard some time ago that you
were in Belgium, and thought perhaps yon had heard while there what the Gurnays and Mons
Gurnay were thought of, I have quite a lot of money tied up in these birds, and if they do
not pan out right I shall be awfully disappointed in them, Gibson cracks them up in all
his advertisements, so do all the other follows, but men who have flown them tell me dife-
ferent, I have nover flown any yet, but I expect to this year, I received a letter a few days
ago from Mr L, W, Schimmel of Detroit, in which he says, "The Gurnays have done mothing for m
me, the eross breds or 50=-50 crosgses have done nothing, but the 25 per cent Gurnays have
done fairly well but no better than my onw birds".

Those are the exact words Mr Schimmel wroto me, thon there are others I hear from
that tell me the same thing, Mr Wellmen of Cleveland, 0. tolls me the samo thing, then I have
also heard from the Eas$y all kinds of reports ahout %hem, that they are ne good in this
country, and it is worrying mo more or less, and etarte: me to thinking vhether my birds
are any good.or not, and the sooner I know what to expect the sooner I will get rig of all
I have, I have other good birds that have done well for me from all distances, and I was
intending to to try the Gurmays out this year, and if they don't come up to my old stoek
I will get rid of them, for if thoy are not right, I want to know it, and if they do not
fly well it will not be very long before everybedy will be gotting rid of them, snd I can
seo myself being stuck for a lot of real Awericar Coin,

Do you knov Mons Gurmay poersonally ? and does he know that his birde are not
giving satisfaction in this country ?. iv he aware that the fanciers in this country are
losing them as fast as they hroed them ? or so it seems to me, they tell mo to be very
careful how I handle them, and that I should not breod them pure, but that I should cross
them with others to got the best results, I am all upset concerning these birds, and I do
not know of anybody that has been ovor to Belgium lately, or I would write them, and if
you know of anybody that has beoa there lately I wish you would let me have théir name and
address and I will writc them, I would like to know enything cogcerning these birde and
Mons Gurnay, he seems to be winning plenty every year, but the Gurnays certainly are not
doing anything romarkable in this Country, thet is tho birds sent out by Gibson to fanciers
whom I know, and which ars suppose. to be the real stuff direct from Gurnay's loft.

Please give me whatever information you can regarding Mons Gurnay and his staonde
ing in Belgium, and anything you happen to knew about his birds in this Country, and I am
sure 1 will appreciate the faver very much, wishing you every success this season, and
thanking you in advance for any information you may feel disposed to give me, I remain,

Veryniruly yours, : S



Charles F. Hoser, President, Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.,

Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass.

T™HE AMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary,
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass. May 24, 1924,

Dear lir. Ford:-
Yours received and would say 1 have requested Mir+ Heuvelmans
to immediately send either you or I the addresses you ask for. 1 do not

know where these people are located.

Mrs+ Gibson I understand is very much put out that & have in
any way extended you the imformation about Gurnay. I understand that he is
trying to get a lawyer to take the case and bring me into court, which seems
to me pretty far fetched, unless he dreads the truth being known about what
is what about the Gurnay birds he has been selling.

R
You can advise me after your investigation as I do not want

to talk to anyone about same unless it is Gibson who is also interested.

Sinc IW 8/ ,/
Y
W/ 10 4A.
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601 WEST STATE STREET
ROCKFORD, ILL.

i 5/ 25/ 244

ir Lee M, Ford,
Great Falls, Mont. ;LLEW

Dear Friend Ford:- _ : : ¢

I received your very interesting letter on Friday, and was pleasec to hear from you
once again, I have read and reread your letter and studied it very,carefully, and have
written to Heuvelmans and am enclosing you a gépy of the letter so that you will know ex-
actly-what-l said, keep it if you wish for future reference, or return it to me when you
are ;inished with it, either you or me should keep this copy, it may come in handy some
day, we never know what might happen in the futures -

Your remarks are just a proof of what I:'told you when I was in Great Falls, I
believe you can see now that I was right in my statements concerning the Gurnay Birds,

but the FHHNERS

remarks gre somewhat of a mystery as to their origin, I never have found
out just who started them, but I do know there were remarks being passed around among a
lot of fanciers that certainly DID GURNAY AND HIS BIRDS NO GOOD, and to be candid with
you I am glad you -have heard sau;hing from another sourse other than myself, I firmly be=-
lieve that Mons Gurn%y sent the right klnd of birds to Gibson for his customers, and if
you remember I also told you that Gibson was getting a bad name among the right thinking
fanciers, HE WAS SENDING OUT BIRDS THAT WERE NOT OF THE GURNAY TYPEg and a lot of good
fanciers were STUNG with birds of poor type, poor feather, poor quality as racers, poor
in everything but the 2F’l‘l..'[l.}E, my words to you a year agq were not merely thpughts on my
part, bit quoted from others that I knew well, men that money did not effect a particle,
that they wanted was the right kind of stock, and I told you that Gibson was not sending
out higﬁs like yours, I know a Gurnay when 1 see it,lburnay himself did send some good
birds to Gibson, but Gibson did not keep them for his own use, I know he had a few from
Gurnay, but how many or of what quality ; never knew, but I DO KNOW HE DIDN'T SHIP GOOD

STOCK to everybody, Howlett could not send typical Gurmays out if he did not have them,



and if all is true in your letter as coming from Gurnay himself, Howlett did NOT get any
good stuff from Gibson or anybody else, and as 1 have told you more than once, Howlett's
Gurnays do not show up like the birds you have, they are not the type, they lack that one
point so much that no one would even guess at them, the resemblence is absolutely conspi=-
mjansngxikxnakiningajikhnkinafhenai s cinkxanrhidfifhoxzatexxiaxfaie ko gk ke xhxxexan
cious by its absence, the feather is lac;ing, the color is fair, but the eye is absolut=-
ely off color, Williams here has seven birds from Howlett, and not one‘islanyth;ng like
the birds you have, he has five from Mc Lean of Biecnall, Ind. they are better by far than
the Howlett birds, better type, better color, and better in everything else, but they are
nothing to brag about, my advice to you is to stick to what you now have, breed all you-
~can from them, sell all you can everywhere, and sooner or later you will be pestered for
birds, I can see it coming te you, Gibson will hang himself shortly if:they will give him
rope enough, I know you thought I was rather hard on him when I told you what I did, but
I think you can see now that I was giving you the right DOPE about him, and there is‘no
question in my mind whatsoever about Gibson sending birds out to everybody that are not
PURE GURNAYS, and I have told different fellows that they were crossbreds, and they only
laughed at me, but since that time they have found out different, so much for that.

One of my young hens died yesterday, 6561, she has a:pair of youngsters in the
nest almest two weeks old, I hope the Cock feeds them allright, they are a nice pair of
-youngsters if I have luck-enpugh“to raise them, one has Wfts in each wing four or five,
and is a .real dark bronze, the other iaﬂi dark checker without Wfts, but both are fine
youngsters, I have seven all told pure Gurnays, none flyimg out yet, and the one I had
intended to ship to Howlett has gone to pieces, the little fool could hardly feed him=
self, and had the nerve to start feeding other youngsters on the floor, and fed himself
poor, I think I can pull him thru, but he is awfully poor 1ﬂ=flash, but he is a dandy if
I can only get him fat again, I don't like #o ship him to Howlette for fear he would not
turn out good, he is bred from the "NOYON" Cock and the Blue Hem, and is a real dark Ch,
I have another pair from them about three weeks old, Qne a real light bright blue, and
the other is a very dark Bronze, practieslly Black at first sight. ¢

I admire your attitude towards Howlett, and if he has asked you to respect his
wishes, you certainly should do so, Howlett is a fine fellow, & clean sport and without

question, a gentleman whose character should not be questioned, that's my opinion of him,
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Gibson and Howlett are very great friends, and I suppose Howlett does not want to get in
wrong with Gibson, but I think if it came to a show down between them, and “ibsor could
be found guilty of conduct unbecoming a fancier, Howlett would not: take sides with him,
I ceqmot say very much about their repations comcerning the Gurmays, but I know for a f
fact that Howlett received some real good Dardennes from Gibson, but where Gibson procur=
ed them I do not know, but I have found out lately that Lee Crandall and two other fell-
ows got a few birds thru Gibsom from Lucian Bastian, and I believe that ome of the other
fellpws is L. F. Curtis, his name has been hinted, but not definite, I have a friend in
Boston that has furnished this inférmation to me, but he is not absolutely sure of it,
this information will come a little later if he ecan get it. '
..~ If Gibson is.doing any dirty work concerning the Gurnays I would not hesitate
a minute to get the information to you, but you are lsvel headed enmough to know that it
is very easy to accuse anybody, but a hard matter to prove the statements, and I don't
think Gurnay would send anything here:if it was not #ight, I think he too honorable to
do anything like that, it would mot be worth while, but you know there arefplénty of so-
¢alled fanciers that would stoop to anything, principal counts for nothing with them, I
hear so much from one and another about ths dirty deals peing pulled, that I am'vef'jf par=
ticular about dintroducing their birds into my loft, I may be poor, but I am prou&, and
cannot afford to take chances on any old thing that comes my way, —

You told me once that I was particular in my selection of birds, I am'glad to
know that you moticed it, I AM PARTICULAR, and always will be, but I shall not take any
notice of any reports concerning the Gurnays until I have proved to myself what they can
do, and I know myself well enough to think that I car fly them if anybody can, I think I
know what they need to make them fly, and if 4hey do,not prove to me that they can ‘race
well in the next two years, I am thru with them, it may take three feafs to get them in

the trim I want them, if it does I will ‘spend three years doing it, circumstances alter

cases, and under ordinary circumstances they should davelopé in their third sea'son onm the



road, that will be as youngsters, then as yearlings, then as two%year-olds, and then if
they don't come to my way of thinking I may be convinced that thay are not what t fig=
ured them to be, but I intend to give them every chance in the world to prove their merits,
Do not write to Heuvelmens until 1 can get word to you and send you his lestter
if he answers mine, and I think he will,II saQyto do a little -salving to get the ICE
broken, and the twg fellows here that have asked me to write about timing machines are
tPe—maana to that end, it helped me fine -in that respect, so I really am killing two
birds with one stone, and I hope we can get the inform=tion that Gurnay should have, and
.1 hope it will mean apmtying to you too, Gibson should be exposed if ‘he is mot right, or
straight, I cannot see how you can do anything concerning the bill he owes Gurnay, per=
haps he has the birds yet that he sent for, but' if he hasn't, and you epuld find out who
he. sold them to, you would have somthing to work on, and expose him concerning them, but
ho? are you to get this information !, the only way to get this information is for some-
one to write him and ask him if-he has such and such birds and what he wants for a few,
or if he has sold them ask him where they can be had or from whom, and the price.
The best thing for you to do is get the Agency from Gibson thru Gurnay, tell
Gurnay straigh? that you feel you should not trespass untjil Gibson is: releived of the
agency, then you will be-able ?o go.to it properly, that's the stand I would take if I
were you, it is the proper thing to do, and you should tell Gurnay, so.

: Well we have. flown three races so far and every one his been a smash, birds of
_experience on the rgad have gone down 1;te-oharf before the wind, all the fellows here
are 1o§ing.them fast, ; started six yearlings and'havo‘th;&a left so far, and they will
soon be gone after one more toss if this BUM weather keeps up; I am having awful luek in
breeding, canngt get the youngsters I want at all, I have seven Gurnays on the floor and
have to send Howleit six some time, but I cannot see how I am tq do it ‘yet, I will have
none for myself to fly if I send him these that I have now, so:I wrote and told him I will
send them %ater on, but have not heard from him since, I say I have seven Gurnays on the
floor, that is wrong, I mean seven all told, one on the floor, two almost ready to leave
tha nest, and four little ones ten days to two weeks -old, and that's all.

?o fly two tfams, just select say 15 to 20 birds for one team and the same for
the gther, or as many as you intend to fly and race, place all birds not intended to be -

sent the limit in one team, and the others in the other. that's all:
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The way I usually handle my old birds is easy after yuh get to know them, you know that
there are slow and fast birds in every loft from different distancesy some are fast at
one distance and slow at ahothar, the proper way to handle ¥ours is the same,as I do, I
take say 30 birds, possibly rivé of them are exceptionally Tast at the shorter distances,
teke two of them in team number one, and the other three in team mumber two, then take the
next fastest and split them likewise, and so on until you have two teams built for every
speed and every kind of & day, by this time you should know pretty well what certain or
some of your birds will do, put a few of the best in each team, and balance them as near
as possible, keeping the band numbers in mind not to mix the two teams up, and if one of
the teams happen to thin out a 1little, replace with a bird or two from the other team, in
this way you will not be shipping all your birds to every race, fly one team one weck,
and the other the mext, old birds can stand the jump better than youmgsters.

¢ © ¢ I am receiving a few letters from different sourses lately, and every one that
has written say they ‘are getting BUMPED hard, poor returns, but the speeds are fairly
,the birds that hmppen to come thru are the right

‘
kind to keep, they must be game to make dt, the Ft Wayne fellows have besn fértunate so

good, it is too cold to race well, but

far, they have lost a few birds but not many,'chicago are getting rihped right and left,

Did you ;ead my ‘article in the A. P. K. ?, if not you are ﬁissing-ébmthing in-
deed, I am receiving a lot of nice letters from fanciers all.over the states congratulate-
ing me on the article, I forget whether or not I sent you a slip to fill in for a subscre
iption to the paper, but if I did I will send you another onc anyhow, and if you do not
use it yourself give it to some ome and tell them to send 41«50 to Mr Deitz, also tell
them to start the paper with the dpril issue, the article starts in that issue, and you
will enjoy reading it, so will Van and Louis and the otherss

By the way did you write to Hamilton yet ?, I understand from Mr Dietz that he

Mr Hamilton] is trying to get someome to run for the office in Chicago, but so fﬁr he has

- ¢ : t



been unsuccessful, but is willing to work hard for the right kind of a man, and I think-
I can handle that job to perfectiom, I know I can do a lot better than the last or prose
ent one is doing, he is considered ﬁ big JOKB among the fanciers all thru the East, his
letters and correspondence is considered a joke, his service is absolutely rotten, some
of the Clubs still have their Young Bird Diplémas coming to them yet, which you know is
absolutely uncalled for, the old bird races are in full swing now and he will be swamped
with repotts pretty soon, and leave & lot, of, real hard work for the next Secretary to. do,
if he, is way behind now, how is he going to be by. the end of his term f.

: von0 A detker from you to Mr Hamilton will do me a, lot:of good if you can only find
the time to write him, you know me personally, he does not, and you know him personally,
and can write him better than if you had never met him, that- is the way good friendship
is held, one man helping another, through, the aid of somone elses, - . | .

.8t Paul fellows are boosting me for & faresyouswell, and will do all they can
%o, get, me there, they know me personally and feel that I can do the job properly, and if
you can put your little shoulder o the whesl by writing to a few friends somwhere in the
States, it will help a great deal, Howlett tells me thatuGibeson was thinking seriously of
taking a crack at it, but since that timeo things have .changed somewhat, so much so that .
he thinks Gibson has reconsidered it, perhaps Gibson is commencing to smell a rat, if so,
and Gurnay gets after him besides, it will make it all the betier for me I believe.

There is a matter of 315b°0;% year in it for the man that gets the job, and a
little money like that would work wgnderéaror me, the office is for two years, and a cou-
ple of years would give me $2.000 to play with, look what I could do. with thats .-

.y - Well I think I better close now, let me hear from you soon,.;nd I will write
Jyou as .soon as I hear from‘Hauvelmans, then .you .get busy and let us see if we cannot stop
this CHATTER thet is defaming Gurnmay and his birds, would you mind Af I wrote to Gurmay -
for a little information, it is nothing concerning him or his birds and Gibson, but I am
preparing an prticle for the A. P. K. on Color breeding, and want to get his ideas on the
way he has mated his birds.as far as color is conceruad; and want to use his name in my
article, or if you wish I will write the letter and send it to you, you in turn can get
it to Gurnay, as there is no secret about is, but I would like to get his own permission
to use his name, and the way he produced the wonderful Bronze colors in his birdse

)
Now I must close, and remain as ever, Very sincerely yours,



May 29th, 1924,

My dear lMr. Howlett:

Just got home from Montreal and find a load
of mail, among which several letters about the Gurnay
matter; one irom Mr. Gibson, one from Lr. W. H. Paget,
and yours for Mr. Ford. Since I note that so many
fanciers are anxious to learn something about it, 1 will
write myself to Belgium and find out if tue infomation
given to me is correct or not. At the same time I give
you the address of bMr, sdriaenssens, who will I think
give all the information Mr. Ford magy desire.

Mr. leopold adriaessens, Uitgever,
23 Josef Liesstrast, Antwerpen Zuld.

iy reason for writing to Belgium is tnat I
would like to have some of that information on paper.

){our{ very truly,

.

Ae Heuvelmans

2el Webster Avenue,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

COPY_
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TIME READS, 10-40-21 2DE, DAY

3

ACTUAL SIZE IMPRESSION
12 FIRST PRIZES
AWARDED IN CONTESTS OF TIMERS

1806 TOURCOING
18906 BULLY
1907 AMIENS
18907 LA HAYE
1907 KAISERSLAUTERN
1903 ESSEN
1008 HANNOVRE
1810 MUNICH
1811 COLOGNE
1811 ROTTERDAM
1812 FRANCFORT
1913 BOCHUM

1912 - 13 ENGLAND 1912 - 13
“THE MNATIONAL UNION™
DIPLOMA OF FIRST CLASS

FIRST PRIZE

A. H. Plasschaert Bros.

BELGIAN, PIGEON TIMER AND ROUNDSMANS CLOCK

MODEL 1921 12 BIRD TIMER PRINTING SYSTEM

AGENT

A. HEUVELMANS
221 WEBSTER AVE.
BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Rcom L-M
PRODUCE EXCHANGE
NEW YORK

FLATBUSH 3121 BOWLING GREEN 4836

IMPORTER OF
RUBBER COUNTERMARKS. SHIPPING BASKETS & RACE MATERIAL

May 30th 1924.

Mr. W.H. Paget.
601 West Street
Roekford Ill

Dera Sir.

Have your of May £3rd.and in reply beg to say
that the price of the Plasschsert timer is $ 60.immidat
delivery.

You ask me about the standing of Gurnay in
Belgium.well I was there in Dec 1922.and was on my way
to Vervier to buy some Gurnays,but friends told me thst
I would better stay away from him,for reason that his
salesman ship was questioned,this does not say that you
should be disapointed before trying your birds,as it is
possible that you have the real Gurnays,but I was told

that a lot of birds had been sold as been Gurnay's put
when investigation was made ,it proved that they were n
not,I like the way the Gurnay birds fly for Gurnay,and
the big question is,does a man get what he has paid for
gome of those pigeon dealers must have real pigeon fact
ories to breed so many youngster of all the winners,

gfou ask me if I konw Gurnay personally,No I do
not but have noticed his remarkable flying.and must ad
mit that I do not know of any one on this =ide that has
done anything with them.the big question is are they
what they are represented to be??77.

I have spend over § 2000 on buying pigeons,
and can surely understand how s man feels, if he is in
dought about the real value of his breeders.l paid $30C
for one pair of Delmott's but I knew what I was buying
bought 10 more Delmott's at from $ 25 to 60 each.actua
winners and the parents of the winners.also imported 31
birds,the yougster of whieh have already won 4 first
and 2 second possitions.

If it is nesesary to put 75 % of géod blood in

T+ >
il
' L=

the @urays,as Mr Schimmel states,fkem’ to make them fly,then you may aswd
take a commun bird eross it 75% with your best bird amd the result may

be just as good.
I am going to writ to Belgium and try to find out some

more about the standing of Mr Guray.as I would like to prtect my friends
that have paid large prices for those birds.

Yours very truly.

. o



Charles F. Hoser, President, Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.,

Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass.

=AM ERTC N
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary,

197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass. lMelrose, liass. lay 31, 1924.

&'o Lee M. Ford..
Y“reat Falls, liontana.

Dear lir« Ford:=

Yours of the 24 th, received this afternoon and fully noted.
Please refer to your first paragraph. In your letter of the tenth written
personally by you you say in third paragraph;- " The first two importations
which I received did not suit me at all.,, 4 had far better birds in my own
loft. ¥ T complained bitterly to Gibson to no avail, then took it up with
Gurnay direct and he finally admitted that he did'nt think much of the birds
he sent. I did away with the entire lot including the young ( killed them )
and ordered the best Gurnay had to sell. " You surely would not say it was
square on Gurnays part to admit that he sold us birds for § 100.00 the pair
that ne did'nt think much of, Flease do not think l'am in any way going to
broadcast any statment as the matter is closed as far as I am concerned.

I am very glad indeed that you have so much confidence in
Ur+ Gurnay and trust he will on his part warrant this confidence placed in
him by you.

Gibson and I have had a little run in ,~ I presume he did not
like it because I wrote you as I did,~ but as far as he is concerned he never
meant anything to me and it was only kindness on my part to assist him in

disposing of those Gurnay birds:“

Very glad the corn suited you and at any futire date I can serve
you kindly drop me a line.




lMelrose, lMsss. June 2, 1924,

. Lee M, Iord,
Great Falls, liontana.
Dear Sir:-
Yours received and I had hoped that our unpleasant correspondence on

the Gurnay matter had ended but youwr letter I think demands a reply.

The enclose letter from Heuvelmans is self-explanatory which you can

return after reading.

I presume that Gibson has written you and as he is a dealer in
pigeons it would seem that he has prpbally thought I would hurt the sale of
the Gurnay birds if what has been written is true. He has probally misconstrued
things to you on what I said and for your own aa.tiafaction. if you desire, you
can mgil me his letter and I will correct you if there is any untruth in same,

that is if you want to be straightened out on what 1 have said to him.

Gibson should understand that my friends bought the Body birds,-
my friend Fitz bought the lot ofyDardenne birds on my recommendation and if
Gibson has not been man enough to send Gurnay the money paid him, that is his

lookout to make good for them.

I try to be above board in my dealings and careful with any
imfformation 1 give out é.nd in writing you as I did about Gurnay,- it was arter
you asked me for it and I felt that if it was true, it would save you a lot

of time and money.

Very truly yours,

ROBERT W. HOWLETY
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SAMUEL P. GIBSON

%3 IMPORTER &
BosTon, MaAss., u. s. A.

x 197 lLakeview Avenue, Cambridge, Masse
Mro. Re Gurnay -

61 Rue aux LaInss.

Verviers, Belgium,

Dear Sirt - 2

I am enclosing herewith a copy of ocorrespondence that you may see the
situation you have placed me in over here by airing your business affairs with
me to other fanciers who had no interest in the same, I am very much surprised
and disappointed that you should have done this,

You will note the statements that are being made by Mr. Heuyelmans
regarding charges brought against you over there. I made him beg off the
first time he made the statements to me and have written him now to pin him
down in writing and if he cannot or does not come through with the source of
his,information I will publish the ocorrespondence, You will note the charges
brought against you by Mr, Howlett from information he claims he had from
Mr, Ford, based on statements contained in your letters to hims You will note
how I have answered the same, If you have copies of all your letters to me
I would appreciate it if you would review same that you may see wherein you
have made statements to me that are conflioting but which I Pelt were due to
the shortcomings of yowr seeretary in transmitting your ideas and statements
inte English,

I have always stood back of my guns in supporting you and did not
complain when your delay in sending me the Body birds, which were fully paid
for, cost me a lot of money and did me a lot of damage, You had the use of
some 12,000 francs for over two months, that is you, Mr, Dardenne and Mr,
Body, but because I delayed payment on half of that amount on other business
you- cancel your arrangements with me, and spread the faot out among the fancy
here, As I wrote you in my last letter you had no need to worry but that you woud
have received every cent that was pfoperly due you, fluctuations in exchange,
interest or otherwise,

T dislike having to keep you waiting for your money but if you continue
to write others about our affairs as you have done I fear you will cause such a
gituation here as will delay the payment to you a .long time,

I sold your birds in good faith as being all that you represented them
to bes You never intimated to me that any of the birds you sent me were
inferior birds in the sense that they were not all pure bred of yourown stock,
for had you done so I never would have sold another bird for you under any
oircumstances and if you have written others to that effect then you have both
disoredited yourself and caused me a wery serious injury that may be very
difficult to fully measure for some time to come in a matter of dollars and
cents,

You oan see the nasty situation your letter writing has caused over here,
and unless you oan see your way clear to make it plain to those you haye written
that you sent no inferior or poor olass of birds over® here, then I fear both
you and I will meet with a money lesss I wish therefore you would endeavor to
undo the injury you have done me over here which will place me in a position
where I oan better meet my obligations to you,

I tell you candidly at this time that you must now still be patient and



R.

GURNAY (Suite)

——

IRANSLATIOXN
Journal * Te Mortinet ¥
Brussels, June 2nd. 192%

The Graa.t‘ Falls National ‘.nk
Breat _ﬁlls, Montana V.S.A.
8ir, .

In reply to your favour of the I7th. Way
ult. we beg to bring to your knowledge that never, so far, have we
heard it said that Wr, Gurnay, of Verviers, was buying birds on the
market. Wr. Gurnay is very honorably known, and connected with a great
numbeg of serious fanciers. We do not bYelieve him capadble of fai!l;re
waere honour is concerned. We i:now that he let have mucﬁ, but his instal-
-1ations aYllow him to breed guautities of youngsters. '

i Yours &8, &c.
The Director .oi' e Martinet®

1
Mr. Tee W, TORD
—_— ———— —_—
The words ® en relations aveg® in the French text, which T trancslate
® commected with¥ exactly mean that %thc fanciers,
either as customers of ours, or as c B 0 e races and the

shows, or again as friends. '
The word ® c2de® which we translate by ¥ let have® means either

Ziving or gelling, i.e. birds that leave our lofts.



R. GURNAY X
i IRANSTATION

— — — — —

Antwerp, June 3»d, TO®
W, R. GURNAY Yerviers

x‘ W friend, Mr, Gustave Pujardin, has just showed
we a letter I do not understand. how one dares to say things which

I Ee;leg 52959 E‘boﬁ.
e me , man in a place where a pigeon exhibition wms %Being

he!d,é there hg asked me whether T had no ®eetnd-hand Plasschaert clncks
,

to gell), a'lso conveying pigeond baskets. m ! guarantee tme !E%"E’I
st b .
mmi!’ %Eﬁ%}* Es happening in Verviers?

°

Wow 1s iy possible, after I§ months, to find lies which T am charzed
;’11'.1:. I;aving told, such as your BAving been turned out of the Belgian

auc

" Your beautifu) results of 1923, and nrerhaps of T92% are there to
prove that you have not been turned out of the Belgian Waney.

T gsal! have been proud when you came over to have a look &t the
sale of Mr. Mavenith's birds. The reports which I sent to the daily
mwOrpgapem are there, in wiich I said that the Xing of the Belgian

¢y, Mr. Gumay of Verviers, came to see the sale of Wr. Wrrard
Havenitia's birds.

Fad T been Jjaleous of you, then I should not have written that. I have
ayself given In the daily papers of Mntwerp reports of your beautify!?
results in the races, which Y have heard of through my friend, Wr. Gustave
Pujardin who 1= respected by all the fancilers of Mtwerp.

T do not unferstand how one can cireulmte suclk s¥a:.degyous mmours
agout you.

T hever have had agytaing to do with that WMr., Weuvelmans; ¥ never
tried to #ind second-hand Passchhert clocke, nor baskets, as 1t takes up
to muckh time an? 1s to A1fficut.

1 Wurs very sincerely
(s YLéopold Adrimenseps
; 25. Rue Joseph lies
Antwerp.
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R. GURNAY
FOURMTUNRS. FOIN TR RN VERVIERS, e June Rh. S
VERVIERS _ 61, Rue aux Laines = .

A

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My dear Mr, Tord,

‘T am Quly in receipt of your letier and
following upon my cable and previous letter, T trust that you will have
changed your mind, and have started your racing season witj my system.

T cannot say too emphtically that with that system, in bright
weather, you are bound te succeed, s well in short as in long distance
rages., Of course T rely upen it that you will keep the thing secret.

Mr. Shew is again getting a1l the butter, winning all the best
positions and &1l the pools, and 1t must be so with you once you are
properly on the go. i

A'ong with youp letter, ¥ have received a letter from Gibeon, and ¥
have then realized why, not lorvig ago, you had written me a letter in
which vou showed that your tragt in me was somewhat shalken. #nd T must
now =&y that T was greatly displeased with same.

™at Gibson Yetter dncluded csopy of & letter he had himseY® sent
to o man Weuvelmans, who seems to be a Yosom friend of jour friend
Howlett , @%ss copy of corresporfience that has pasced between Gibeon and
Howlett. Thie Yatter T care not to judge, @s it seems to me that ¥ had
better keep off him. A1) the trouble has coeme from him, not the s¥igh-
-test doubt avout that,-and T shall never share ‘in your trust of him,

That Pellow Heuvelmans never came anywhere hear Verviers, contrary
to what Wowlett told you, but was in Mntwerp, some §0 miles away, and
I now have the proof that he is a Yiar. '

_ Mr. AMdrisensens, who was supposed to ¥ave told him about my exclusio
of the Mancy, hae answered my letter and gives the most emphatic lie to
that Tellow. Heyein copies of Adriaensens' letter, also of the two which
T wrote to Weuvelmans; the first before Maving heard from Airiaensens,
the Ssecond er T had had his reply.

Talis second Yetter is chuched in rather corse language, T know, dut
you Wwill excuse 4t as it 1s done to make hin realize what T
really think of him. ¥ have indeed gathered together on purpose the
mastiest insults ¥ ecould pour upon' one man ( that T ¥mow of ), for I am
morg sorry that I can tell you wot to have the fellow here. f could give
him matter for thoughts, and womld. '

Yow, as I consider im;v' 0all myself a friend of yours, ¥ should de
much obliged indeed 4# you would douin your péwer to expose that fellow
in proper quarters, for really, to use his proper words to the ®iitor of
the Londen Racing Pigeon, the Mncy must be protected, and that is
appareatly what he is after when he circulates his lies about me/l!

As for you, fear friend, T have told you all I could possibly tell
you in the way of haniling birds and =6 on, and all ¥ can add, once

A agalr, 1s that the trust you have had in me so fAr has not been misplaced
T ax not out for persona? profit; T have sold you birds which you
add a good price, and which were worth Mmore t0 WMe even than the price
. g nad you pay for same. But on no sccount whatever, &o not dbuy ®ibson's
M jardin or other birds Pfor Bross-breelding with my etain. Do keep my
strain pure, as ¥ 8o, and 1f at a time Y consider it necessary to intré-
~duce new ®Yood 1¢, T an there the Yest possidble Judge, think,
for @oing 1t.
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? an there for studying the case and search the blood that would fit
in witlh mine, and that 4s deicate & thing to do, T can assure you.

Mch yvear, T have tried to find something, at whatever price, that
could suit: T have even tried 3 or ¥ times with other strains, always
dwith the most miserable results, the end of which trials being a whole-
-sale 8laughter.

Those eross-breedings are the cause why vou often notice fanciers
doing well one year, two or even three years, and then, all of a sudden
they completely disappear; they Are never again being heard of. Tt is the
erosses that tave done the trick.

Gibson: 18 furious because T have told {ou what is happening vetween
hin and me, and he hme sent me copy of the letter he has written you of
late. It 1s quite nmatural that the birds he got from me were not up to
those which you got, but then wimt about the enormous Aifference in price.

T never said that he got swzomdtxxxke birds of inferior Yity or
cross-breds, for there are none of the latter kind in my lofts, and as
for the quaiity, what T n!!}nsh yvear is the offspring of what T Xept
as being the best of my 1nft at the end of each season. But proven birds
such as those which you got have their price, hav! they not?

M™is evidently does not meéh that he was badly served for his money,
and the thing the most certain about 4t is that he could breed first class
birds out of these which he got, if he, or his customers had had the
pat ience to wait and the ecleverness th keep the strain pure.

As for Wis complain that he has sent me frs. 12000 two months in
advange, T got that money { not for me though) at the end of Augest aid
Wthﬂ, T could not suggest to send the birds before their moult

peen successPul, Som~ might have died while moulting, agd most would,
had they been shipped at that time. And those who woulg haye survived....
well, t of them after that Ytrip, do you think?

Any serious fancier would not &ream of having birds sent to him at
such & time, would he?® even though he had paid for them. .

' ¥Mr. Gibson is making exguses and everytiing 1s good for that
purpose , however poor 1t may de. : :

Werewith T enclose the Yetter he writes me, and as ¥ have detailed
ts you in my previous letder, that money he owes me is due to friends,
and not & cent for birdes of my ovm. ¥ have been bothered with his birds,
agd that mas bdrought me in not a cent either. Now Mr. Dujardin has refused
my money and says that he has had to deal with Gibson and will not have it
tiae T should be responsible for his debts. What do you think my pasition
is Yi%e in that case, when T recommended the man to my friend and told
Wim He would be paid hard eash at once. _

™ the way of thanks, not only does he not pay me nor my friends,
but wore than tiﬁt, he runs down my birds for the banafit of those which
he mever would have had but for me. T daresay he likes the Dujardin a Yot
just now, as they cost him nothing so far and as it will be 80 ntil he
has paift my friend what he owes .

Re your visit? T do insist that you should come as soon as ever
pos=ible, and your yowg lady might as well come along with you. There 1s
room for all, and we should be ever so delighted to have you in our midst.

Lt sk prishes » Avicdeck et foned a%”ﬂ/@?aﬁ7f§$$%é
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Charles F. Hoser, President, Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.,
Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass.

T AMERICAN
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Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary,
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass. lelrose, liass. June 14, 1924.

Dear lir. Ford:=

Yours received and thanks for correcting your past letters on
Gurnay and I ap sorry that I was brought into the matter at all, I do not
knock anyone and will be the first to credit Gurnay birds here with their

‘said value when they come thru in the races,

.

Gibson never worries me as he is in the game for the money he
can get out of it through selling pigeons, If his reputation as a flyer was
as good as mine throughout the country people might take him serious, but
though he has many rine ideas and knows from a reading standpoint what is

what he does not demonstate his ideas through actual results,

1
My letters to you were only to help YOU:= and if I have seemingly

to you or others acted as a BUTTER IN please pardon the offense as it was not

my intentions, 9

= o

With kind regards,




R. GURNAY (Suite)

————

June 24th. I924

Mr. A, REUVELMANS
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8ir,
I beg to confirm my letters of the 2nd.
and ¥h. inst.

As I now have at hand all elements relating to the rumours you-
have spread about in the Fancy in your country, I must again write you in
order to have you at once correct those misleading and malevolent state-
-ments of yours with regards my own person and my strain of birds.

Being yourself a Belgian or of Belgian parentage, you know more about
things here than the generality of the Anericans, and therefore are the
more guilty, and the less to be forgiven your offence.

You very well know that all you have reported about me are lies,
and what is worse, Iies invented by you for your own selfish purposes.

It seems to w¢ that you musti belong to that catjegory of nasty
people who must be called to order so as to keep harmless,.

And that is the reason why I command you at onoce to have published
in the leading Fancy papers of your country & deoclaration fomally deing
away, in the most explicite smanner, with all you have said regarding ay
" heing ruled out of the fanoy here in Belgium® and " my buying dbirds in
" the market in order to sell them abroad as of my own strain®.

'r!nnﬂ two statements must De corrected by you, the more so as you
know but too well that they are absolutely xrmxiimxx groundless, and that
you invented all those tales in order to enhance the value of the
Delmotte birds which you want to sell.

This correction in the Repers without prejudice to the action which
I reserve myself the right to bring againast you before the proper Tridbunal
in view of making you pay the penalty for your slander against me.

If you cannot retract what you have said, then I shall have you
prove it, and I am well satisfied that you could not, as there is not the
least shadow of truth in it. Yet I suppose truth has never bothered you
overmuch, bdut you may take it from me that this time 1t will.

You have caused me no end of trouble with all that, let alone the
hama done, nnd I must have you mend it all.,

There is not the slightest difficulty for me to prove that any and
every bird shipped by me to America was bormn and bred by me:! anybody can
have that proof by the ring-number which is registered with the Mddration
Colombophile Belge, Brussels, controled by the Ministry of National Defenm®

As for my having been ruled out of the Fancy, you may ask any Club
in Belgium about it, and my results in the races every year before and
after the war are sufficient testiuwonies of uy accepted participation.

You must indeed be a fool, and a bad one at that, when you think that
the Auerican Fanciers are going to swullow all your tales without proofs;
yet a8 you have done it, you have to tell all concerned, through the Press
that you have told them all a deliberate lie, or rather two lies; other-
-wise I shall have one of my friends over there taking proper steps againsi
you before the Courts, whatever it may cost.



